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SOVIET INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES AND MORALE MATTERS 1 
A. MORALE FACTORS 

De pend ents of Soviet Personnel Living in aowflany 

' : •■■■■- l - --'.v , : ■ v ' 25X1 

S .p. S^urltf l n!” 6 ° f 195 "‘ thC C ° ° f the ^ P1,t0 ° ni M C °- 93d 

no? work linos »lth hi. In Eaot Osmnny. 1 since thi off l?«”Z?*?lf? 5 Jl,25X1 

ifjSSt «»” 


! single officers were rotated to the USSR after three years in wiit a»n»an' v 

whose * wives were livin^with^h^i 0 ®^*® 11 langua ® e ’ However, Married officers*^ 
" p J»®r«^iiTins wit^hem J,tL aermanyj remained there indefinl te- 

\ | 25X1 

, 2 0 Leaves 

author ized Imwh. and — " enllStee - t L SV i rkh f- rOC ^ nlky ; ) ® ere | 25X1 

l ? ere for about 'one month a year. Other EM were only\uthor?fed 

wh?rapplicable? a¥e8s were al8c « ranted to officers and career NCO's 

nl-h co v, , in the 2d Co, 93d Sep Security Bn. 25X1 

from Oct 52 to Nov 5^7 at least ten individuals, including a lieutenant olatoon 

fiinnf?» a iar e11 as several NCO's and privates, returned to the USSR on compas- 
sionawe leaves. These soldiers would receive ten days exclusive of travel 

... - — ra- . received compassionate leaves for the 25X1 

death of either parent or because their house burnt down", 1 The family in 

ef?«et S thfl^ ta i?h d Sn afr * davit fro ® the hospital or from the doctor to the 

•f s ^issjsrjrijsrh 

three months to obtain it. l it took about two to 

superior performance of their d^esT^* 8UPP ° 8 ’ d fSt 

meritorious leaves were actually granted p JO cases where such 


tR^L^ leav ! system, but thf conscripts often inquired from the officers 25 * 1 
^ 5? r ® Slanted leaves. The officers replied that in the case of 
Soviet enlisted personnel only meritorious leaves were provided for by read'l- 

of ^duty . and ^ ose COUId °- nl y *>e obtained as a re ward for outstandi ng perffriance 
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/disciplinef 


'was bad. For Instance j25X1 


^512™ salute their officers TanOnW^’ the ethclr* no 

w»nt d Mi?hn«^ e r, the ? S ? lut f ” In 0ct 54, two sergeants,, both squad leaders, 
e ithout permission to SCHAFHAUSEN (5O34N—XO10E) to buy vodka When thev 
retur^d to the company, the CO reprimanded them, but the two conscript 
tolf e him S tha? P K y ^®'} lced ^ aclc * insulted the first sergeant (a career NCO), 
as k f d re ® rall B^ed merely to eat better meals ("to eat macaroni" 

u L it ^ a !? d ® ven refused to follow the CO Into his office. Other ' 
their imminent 8 d^ns.$t e al kereation. The two sergeants were not punished* but 
S T £j-°® bhe co ®P an y f °r demobilization was arbltarily 

delayed about 10 days by the CO as a sort of mild punishment. y 


1 there 


25X1 


One member of 


MElNlNSENfRO^w 100=1? guardhouse lo cated at 93d Battalion Headquarters in 
seSS b? two 3 o?~i?e 5 H;^°r a ? l0 ^ lly 1 = I company would even be repre- 25X1 

fc f lt sol d -Lers In the guardhouse at one time. In Aug 54. two o= Y -i 
, returned from the guardhouse and reported, among 25X1 

of v. ne !f? a ? d Sossip, that there had been about 15 soldiers from 
SLIhoJse 8 subordinat ® ™ its of <*• battalion together with Sem ?n t£ 


0nce l „ I a sergeant (Assistant Platoon- leader) and a 

private w ere sent enced to 10 da ys in the guardhouse. They both returns t 


25X1 


They both returned 


l a l ter - three da y®* .reporting that all prisoners hadla^ 
Xoose because of some impending Inspection I 

,t 


? 


IfrlliTtll t0 Ser¥e 0ut hl8 P® ^®?g® % the " guardhouse , but P the 


turned 25X1 
The private25X1 


sergeant did not. 
from a Geman farmer 


xu we guaranouse, but the 
the private had stolen eggs and flour ^ bA1 


25X1 


22 KUSSSl! accused 8 ^ 8 sergeant°of ° W ” 25X1 


Ing incident 

, T m — ■■ ” — — w v *• VdliilVUAD 1AOU 61UU8U' 

a5d n the r Sffifi*ri h ?«?? t ^ a iw 0n n« ea<1,1 - arter8 area ' Th « 8 ergean t”argued”the~po in t s 
Viz. 0 £i ic ?f® ©ailed the CQ on duty, also a sergeant, and ordered him to 

of £? nd !: ns ®®^f®ant ff ® hands and take him to the guardhouse* The Cfi 
refused. The two officers then summoned two other soldiers and ordered t*L* 

tLt° A ? k * ■S“ e ^ lns thay kad asked the to bit th! Ioidle?f JiS S2" 

fused to obey. As a re sult, a ll four EK ended up in the guardhouse * 


sergeant who had been accused of being drunk refused to be TtTbhe cell with 
sergeant^ the cl) ^1° TJ ffl0 r* d t0 ano ^er ceU SJh°S Sher 

a "xS.S \£JS* ISAS'S"! 2^ !SS.“g. ,, ja l Ss ; 

sa is s ssssrjsi sunjssssr that " ere ln ' olv,a s ~ ssa. 


25X1 
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25X1 


There was a g reat deal of drunkenness 


25X1 


_ /all soldiers 


t — . - I drank and there was One case of dfrunkeOM 

ness, Just about every day. The only source of alcoholie beverages was the Ger** 
»an population, but in spit e of the rules again st fraternization, these purcb®"** 

’f® 1 '® constant ,o One private) | was sentenced to over JO days 25X1 

in the guardhouse over a one-year period, at different times and all for 25X1 
drunkenness . At one time he was sentenced to the guardhouse three consecutive 
times, because each time upon leaving the guardhouse, he had immediately gone 
out and become drunk again „ [ ^ — ' — — — ^ — 1 ; — 


quarters 


In Mar 54, 


a lieutenant, 


In the fall of 1953 , 


was also restricted to 

\ 25X1 

CO and a sergeant, (assis- 


tant platoon) In the company went to MEIN INGEN and somehow got drunk together 
. They fought together, but nothing furt her happened. T he sergeant 

involved merely told t he stor y to the soldier s Onee in 1954, 

. *® nt on patrol [ As they le ft for their p atrol 25X1 

duty, they observed one of their officers,! com- ,rv- 

ZllSS? ?r* nk ^s^ggering along the roadE When they returned from that same 
th ?? their first sergeant lying dead drunk" 7 along a fence on the 
road, practically in the gutter. 


Venereal Disease 


25X1 


drivers in the 2d Co, 
gonorrhea 


93 


I In cither Jul or Aug 54, a private, one of th e 

Id Sep Sec “ • 


Security Bn, contracted 


q ™' 8 tl 2 n ff® v ® the Willys jeep for the company officers and tiwefoK” , 
had many opportunities to fraternize with German girls. The driver was sent 25x1 
to the Soviet hospital in ERFURT where there was a venereal disease ward, 3 
Upon his release from, the hospital, this private was reassigned to the 1st Co, 
you sep security Bn, «= . 

5, Disobedience of Orders 


~ there we re freque nt incidents of disobedience and 
one case where the first sergeant 


insubordination 

ordered a private who had just returned from border patro25xi 
mSSS * ror * cleaning detail. The private refused because he wanted 
ws JnlJ cu ?? 0 !? lret ®® p «®* n t reprimanded him for his 
' an ™ th ? n P? 11 ?? * he 00 ln th ® f»oe of the private's continuing 
refusal to obey. Eventually this private was compelled to perform the work 
detail and wash out the latrine besides; his head was also shaven in 'punishment, 

Shaving soldiers' heads was a form of punishment frequently used I . 

j j ,, especially for soldiers in their third year of compulsory 

service, since, they we re not allowed to let their hair grow anyway during the 25x1 
af f»L ^ I ln thi ® connection, the first sergeant25X1 

. ; st c ®* 53d Sep Security Bn tried to shave a soldier's head by force. 

The latter offered much resistence, and In the resulting scuffle the soldier's 
head ms knocked against a wall and broken. Inasmuch as the CO of the 1st Cco^yi 
happened tobeat battalion headquarters in MEIN INGEN at that time, the first 
ser geant called h im on the phone for fur the r instr uct ions . 1 
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6 o Factors Affecting Unit Morale 

a 0 Stringency of Duty Compared with Other Units 


25X1 

25X1 


EM openly resented the fact that officers were 

authorized leaves# were free to fraternize with Germans# had their families with 
thhm, and had generally more freedom than soldiers. 


bo Inadequate PX Supplies 


25X1 


one incident of lowered morale because of inadequate 

PI supplies. 1 * mobile PI from 

Battalion Headquarters . ^7 sold among other items inexpensive East ^oai 

German rugs very popular with the soldiers. Oneein 195^> the PI arrived and 
had three of these rugs for sale; and many of the soldiers C I 25X1 
were anxious to purchase them. The CO's wife came and with a vicious look at 
the soldiers told them that she wanted a rug, that she had only recently arrived 
in Germany and therefore had had little opportunity to acquire such a rug, while 
the other soldiers had been able to buy them for a long time. She ended up with 

one of the rugs . A lieutenant ^ ' bought the second one and 2 5X1 

the third one went to a soldier. The soldiers subsequently complained to the 
CO by asking him why the PI could not stock more of these rugs, not referring 
to the fact that his wife had used her position tft obtain preferential treat- 
ment. Incidents of this type considerably lowered morale. 25X1 


c. Promotion Policies 

/"' 1 promotion policy didr not cause dissatisfaction 

among EM/ to any great extent, although in some very rare instances 

one soldier might have felt t hat he deserved a p romotion to PPC o r Junior 25X1 
Sergeant more than another. i 

^ 25X1 

7, Propaganda Against Defection 

All ] officer s, the company CO, th e political officer and the 

platoon C0,^ofteh told soldiers^ that if they ran away to the 

West, they would fall into the hands of the Americans. Following that, they ^*1 
said, deserters would at first be well treated by the Americans? they would be 
given girls, they would be questioned, and every effort would be made to 
obtain as much information as possible from them. Th^ would be forced at 
the point of a pistol to make anti-Soviet propaganda broadcasts. After that, 
either they would be returned to the Soviets or Soviet intelligence agents 
operating in the West would "tear their heads off”. The officers even said 
that there had been a case where unidentified Soviet intelligence agents 
had torn the head off a Soviet defector named MAKAROV and thrown it back over 

the border into East German y inside a s mall canvas bag to prove they ha d 

"destroyed the deserter" . J 

i 25X1 
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25X1 


B„ FRATERNIZATION 

1 until about the beginning of the summer of 1953s 

neither officers nor EM ! were all ow ed to fraternize with the Germans. 

The only exception was that once in a while the CO ' would allow a 40X1 

soldier* escorted by a sergeant* 
some necessary personal Item. 


t would allow a 

to visit a German store in order to purchase 


unit was 

then SOtlet 25X1 


Subsequently* toward the beginning of the summer of 1953. L 

officially told by the CO about an order from Marshal BULGANIN, - - . 

Minister of Defense, that provided for more freedom of movement fo r Soviet 
em„ read about th is order in Sovie t army newspapers I 

“ Officers* as a separate group* were not mentioned 

in this order. After it was issued* soldiers would occasionally be taken in 
group© to German movies in a German theatre in SCHAFHAUSEN during regular 
showings o Soldiers were still not allowed to go alone t o such German plac es 

as restaurants, and innso However * some of the soldiers | I 25X1 

started to sneak away from the rest of the movie-going group and began 
drinking* so that eventually these movie visits were discontinued in 1954c 
Although as previously mentioned* BULGANIN 5 s order did not pertain to officers* 
the latter* from then on* were officially allowed to visit Germap inns and 
to fraternize with Germans* especially on weekends • This practise had 
previously existed with the tacit consent of their superiors • The new official 
permission was openly and freely used by battalion officers 0 


As a result of the incidents mentioned above* EM 7 ZD 25X1 

only had contact with the Germans during duty hours and in the official per- 
formance of duty* despite the wording of Marshal BULGANIN c s order e However* 
they also used this duty time for unlawful type® of fraternization whenever 
they could „ If the unit officers found out about this* they would punish the 
guilty soldiers o 


j 


there were rare 
b soldier to his 

instances where a German border policeman turned in a Sovie' 
CO for dealing with other Germans. 

0. SECURITY 


25X1 


25X1 
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Foreign /Nationals 


erap 1 oye d no German nationals. ■ 


the 93d Sep Security Bn employed GelMI'tts besides the two 
Germans who operated the mobile In- addition, two 

German women working in the PX of the 117th Inf Regt in 

ME ININGEN . ° In add ition to the two employed? -o f the moblth'/PX V 1 

the following Germans also entered ff pm time to timS: electrical 

workers, who repaired electrical wires.,;:; . [ German Border Police, 

who came to use the company firin g range an d to see Russian movies in the 

company messhall j and a woman who worked in 

a Konsum store in SCHAFHAUSEN and who twice came to] to see the 

movies. This woman could not speak Russian but understood it a little. 

she had been invited by the wives of somef J officers 


The Germans entering the oaserne area had no speoial identification; 
they were known either t a the 00, to other offioers, to the CQ or to_the 
wives of offioers. No Germans lived in the 2d Go area Itself. I 1 

another woman, who apparlntly was of Russian origin slnoe she spoke Russian, 25 x 1 
and who used to oome with the Company 00' s permission and oolleot soraps of 
food from the kltohen. In exohange for this she washed the oook's white 
uniform. 


5. Censorship 


censorship of both incoming and outgoing mall. 


there was 


of 1954, but! 


/there was less censorship after ^tne~sp>r in g 
1 it was : not completely discontinued. “ 


/officers often told the EM not to complain and 

TTo say everything was fine when they wrote home . 
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once a 


1 soldier 


had wx*itten 


home and asked his family to obtain a false affidavit from a doctor, so 
as to enable him to get a compassionate leave o The letter^ was apparently 
intercepted, because Che soldier was publicly reprim anded 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


6. Restrictions on Photography 


J7 


a . Por EM 


only two soldlersT 


had cameras. 


one being a sergeant who was an assistant platoon leader and the other a 
PPC who was an acting squad leader. They both bought cameras toward the 
end of 1953. At first they took pictures freely, but in the spring of 195^, 
a battalion order forbade the use of camera s and taking o f pictures. Then 

_] all cameras 

had to be handed in to the first sergeant for safekeeping. They would be 
returned to soldiers upon their demobilization. Any camera not turned in 
and found on a soldier would be confiscated. 

b. Por Officers / 

However, officers were still allowed to possess eamepaszind to 
use the m, although ~ Z _ only one of the of ficer s 


had a camera. Officers used this camera for taking pictures of 
other officers and of soldiers and developed the film themselves, although, 
they were not experts and were Just learning how to do it. 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 

25X1 


7. Kowmandaturas and Kommandatura Patrols 

1 there was a Soviet Kommandatura in MEIN IN OEM 


25X1 


and one at the railr oad sta tion in ERFURT 71 

□ Kommandatura patrols in both cities. These 

patrols were usually compose d of on e officer armed with a pistol and of two 
EM armed with SMG's. .[ 25X1 

8. Protection of Classified Documents 


J luL 


[CO 's of fleet there was a metal 


cabinet which containe d password lists, and, 
documents . Officers 


had access to this cabinet. 


was a newi oky-i 

other classi fied^ 0 * 1 


25X1 


9 . Wearing of Civilian Clothes 


J in the vicinity of 


KAMYft HV W ( pfefsow-.6gaOE)| [sergeants were a llowed to go on pass in civiliar 7c;xi 

clothes. However, in East Germany no one, 1 ever wore civilian 


clothes. 

clothes 


D. 


PROPAGANDA 

1. Foreign Broadcasts 


Once in 195^/ 


oertain Vassily TERKI over the radio 


heard a Voice of Amerioa broadcast about a 


25X1 


25X1 


The broadcast explained that under the Soviet reg ime gruel ( kasha J had 
deteriorated and had been watered down. 


in qua li ty to pre-Soviet Kasha. 


all agree d that indeed, Soviet Kasha >/,as infer^cr 


25X1 


25X1 
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Soldiers were not allow ed to listen to We stern broadcasts. Following 
an incident, where some soldier I inadvertently turned on a . 

Voice of America broadcast in Russian and then walked away, the radio was 
placed in the company medie’s room under the latter s supervision. 

2. Reactions to Political Training 


Soldiers/ “1 had four hours a week of political 

training. , they did hdt like political training and lee- 

tures and even preferred tactical training, close-order drill and weapons 25X1 
instruction or firing practice to any poetical training. Some soldiers 
would even hide in the latrine L 80 - - 

T soldiers dodged political training assemblies to such an 25X1 

extent that in order to f orce them to attend, the polit ical officer resorted 

soldiers n had n f alien out for the alert they were immediately marched off to 25X1 

Political Training class. 

3. Political Training Methods 

At these training meetings, the political officer would UBU8 ;}; ly . 
to the soldiers out of a book or a newspapers for about one hour. the>es 

were usually the following: History of the 1918-21 Civil War in Russia, 

Life in the USSR (Good) versus life in the USA (Bad); Good di sc ipline in 
the Soviet Army versus poor disc ipline in the_U3 Army Cwhere,_ . 
i American officers had to literally beat American soldiers into subord- 

ination); American preparations and armament for war; the USSR surroundedby 25 x 1 
capitalistic bases; and spies sent by capitalistic countries into the USSR. 
Following the officer's presentation of the above subjeots, soldiers with 
the aid of pamphlets had to write in their notebooks what they remembered 
about the various themes. Then they would have to summarize the main points 
in their own words. In addition to these four hours of political graining, 
they had two lectures a week some time during the evening. These lectures 
were usually based on articles from three Soviet newspapers, Sovyetakaya 
Armiya, Pravda, and K omsomolskaya Pravda . This would be followed by 
discussion or question-and-answer periods. 2 sxi 
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